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Dear Parents and carers,
Firstly, we would like to say a huge welcome back to 
those families who remained at home during the 
latest Lockdown. It’s great to see you again. 

As you are aware we are working within the roadmap 
out of lockdown. Guidance is constantly being 
updated to reflect this, so we will keep you informed 
of any significant changes to Pre-School as/when they 
happen. What you need to know.  has been updated. 

As always, if you have any questions regarding COVID-
19 or general questions regarding your child, please 
don’t hesitate to contact Dawn via email 
dawn.tristram@whirleypreschool.org or your key 
worker via Tapestry. 

Tapestry 
Don’t forget to check you Tapestry regularly for 
updates on your child’s activities throughout the 
week. 
We also add our letters on Tapestry via the 
documents section.

Phonics
We are continuing to learn our letters and 
sounds focussing on learning a letter per week. 
The children will be provided home activities 
each week either online or via paper, so please 
check all bags as there may be an activity 
popped in there. Here are the sounds we will be 
learning this half term:

Wk beginning : 22.02.2021 - m
Wk beginning : 01.03.2021 - d
Wk beginning : 08.03.2021 - g
Wk beginning : 15.03.2021 - o
Wk beginning : 22.03.2021 – c & k
Wk beginning : 29.03.2021 – revision of all 
letters

Phonic activities will be uploaded weekly and 
put in the Planned Activity in the Activities 
section on your Tapestry.

NEWSFLASH

From the week beginning Monday 19th April 2021 WE ARE OPEN ON A TUESDAY AFTERNOON!!!!

The Trustees and staff have made this decision in order to increase our numbers and intake throughout the 
Pre-School week to support the longevity of the Pre-School. Having listened to your feedback regarding the 
extra session and having explored  this option over the last two years in Trustee meetings, we felt it time to 
just go for it, to see if it has an impact. 
Some of you have already taken advantage of this new session and have booked your child in for the day or 
the afternoon session. If you wish to have your child attend the Tuesday afternoon or day, please email 
Naomi on admin@whirleypreschool.org Thank you!
 

Fun and Learning
This half term we have a lot of events happening. So 
we have chosen to break the term up using these as 
our focus. 
The World Book Day costumes were wonderful and 
we had a lovely week exploring books and our 
favourite author.
The term’s focus is on: 
Wk 1 = Spring 
Wk 2 = World Book Day – Julia Donaldson 
Wk 3 = Mother’s Day
Wk 4 = Recycling 
Wk 5 & 6 = Easter

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
mailto:admin@whirleypreschool.org
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Staff news
We would like to say Congratulations to Naomi for 
being successful in securing the role of School 
Business Manager at Astbury St Mary’s Primary 
School. Fortunately, Naomi is still able to fulfil her 
role as Admin at WPS! However, this means her 
working hours have changed. From week 
beginning 08.03.2021 Naomi will be working:

Monday – 1pm – 3pm
Tuesday – 1pm – 3pm
Thursday – 1pm – 3pm 

We wish Naomi the best of luck in her new role 
and thrilled she can continue to be part of the 
team here at Pre-School. 

Parent Communication 
In the last newsletter, we asked you to put forward 
any ideas to increase communication with you during 
this challenging period. As Dawn did not receive any 
suggestions, we are assuming you are happy with 
how we are are communicating with you, thank you. 

We still feel it is not our ‘normal way’ and continuing 
to send messages, via Tapestry, if you wish to inform 
us of anything or discuss anything regarding your 
child, is the best way at the moment.
 
For our school leavers, we will set time aside in the 
Summer term to discuss your child’s development  
and next steps with you in preparation for them 
starting Primary School. 

 Easter Celebrations
Normally at this time of year the Trustees are 
frantically making arrangements and preparations for 
the Whirley Pre-School Easter Fair and children are 
learning Easter songs to present to you all in an Easter 
Eggstravaganza. However, due to restrictions we are 
having to celebrate Easter a little differently but with  
as much fun. 

Easter Competition
We are holding ‘The Best Egg’ competition! We would 
like you to create an egg character with matching 
scenery. This could be a character from a story, or TV 
or film! Send in your pictures via Tapestry by week 
beginning 29th March and we will ask the children to 
present their entry to their friends. There will be an 
Easter Chocolate Lolly for all entries and a 1st, 2nd and 
3rd Easter Prize. We will provide your child with a 
polystyrene egg so you won’t have any breakages!

Snack Money
One of the impacts of COVID – 19 to Pre-School 
has been financial. Therefore, we are asking for a 
voluntary contribution per half term in order to 
purchase snack, which the children are provided in 
the mornings. Snack is optional in the afternoon. 

If your child attends between 5 – 8 sessions a 
week = £7.00 per half term
If you child attends between 1 – 4 sessions a week 
= £3.50 per half term

This is to be paid, preferably, by bank transfer with 
the title Snack Money.
We will put our bank details via Tapestry in the 
Memos section. 

To all the Mums, Nans and Grandmas, we wish 
you a very Happy Mothers Day and  hope you get 
spoiled and have a restful day!
Best wishes,
Whirley Pre-School Team 


