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Dear Parents and carers,
It’s week 3 and Pre-School is in full swing! The 
children are on top form as usual and it was 
lovely to hear all about their Christmas holidays! 
Government Guidance around COVID-19  is 
constantly being updated and so here is the link 
regarding what you need to know as a parent 
(click on the link to read)
What you need to know. 
As always, if you have any questions regarding 
COVID-19 or general questions regarding your 
child, please don’t hesitate to contact your key 
worker. 
We are regularly posting our activities on 
Facebook throughout the week. Please give us a 
like and share if you are scrolling through!

Tapestry – Home learning
For those of you that have chosen to not send your 
child to Pre-School in these challenging times and 
for those of you that are home schooling when 
your Pre-School child is not with us, we have begun 
our weekly activity bank again to provide you with 
support. These will be issued every Monday via 
Tapestry in Activities – Planned Activities section. 

Phonics
We have started learning our letters and sounds 
focussing on learning a letter per week. 
The children will be provided home activities 
each week either online or via paper, so please 
check all bags as there may be an activity 
popped in there. Here are the sounds we will be 
learning:

Wk beginning 11.01.21 – s
Wk beginning 18.01.21 – a
Wk beginning 25.01.21 – t
Wk beginning 01.02.21 – p
Wk beginning 08.02.21 – i  & n 

We will also be singing nursery rhymes and 
playing lots of listening and concentration 
games.
Phonic activities will be uploaded weekly and 
put in the Planned Activity in the Activities 
section on your Tapestry.

Mask and Face Coverings
It has been disappointing to see some of you not 
wearing a mask at arrival and collection times. Not 
wearing a face covering can increase the risk of 
Covid-19 infection. Therefore, for the safety of staff, 
other families and children and to be in line with the 
local Primary Schools, we are strongly implementing 
wearing a face covering. Please be aware, not 
wearing one will result in you being asked to wait at 
the bottom of the drive and a staff member will 
collect your child. For those of you who are exempt 
for any reason, please discuss this with your child’s 
key worker. Thank you. 

Dummy Use
As you are aware, speech and language is an 
extremely important part of early years.  That's 
why the NHS and the British Dental Association 
recommend discontinuing dummy use by age one. 
We have attached an information poster on  
handy ways you can support the speech and 
language of your child around dummy use. 

Fun and Learning
This half term, our topic is TRANSPORT. We will be 
focussing on land, sea and air forms of transport and 
on the last week of term – week ending Friday 12th 
January -  we will be exploring China for Chinese 
New Year. This year, is the year of the OX. 
As red is a lucky colour in China, we thought it 
would be fun to wear RED for the whole week from 
Monday 8th February.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
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Money Raised
One of our parents from last year very kindly made a 
money donation to Whirley Pre-School. We have used 
the money to purchase a very much needed lunch box 
trolley, which has supported the children’s 
independence even more at lunchtime.

At Christmas, Becky (Rowan’s mum) created a basket full 
of beautiful crochet Christmas ornaments. We would 
like to say a huge thank you to both Becky and her mum 
for raising £53 for the Pre-School . As a staff we will get 
together to see where the money can be used the most. 

Thank you all for donating items towards and buying 
raffle tickets for the Christmas Hamper. You managed to 
raise £39 which again will be put to good use and once 
we have decided on what, we will let you know!

Parent Communication 
As a staff, we realise our usual relationship with 
you is not as it would be had it not been for 
Covid – 19. Normally you would be able to come 
in to Pre-School during arrival and collection 
times and we would be able to chat to you about 
your child’s day. We have already increased our 
posts on Facebook so you can see what we have 
been up to, but we feel we can do more. 
During staff meetings we will be brainstorming 
ways to increase our good relationship with you. 
Chats via Tapestry have proved a great way to 
communicate with you however, if you have any 
other ideas you would like us to consider, please 
email Dawn on:
Dawn.tristram@whirleypreschool.org

 Diary Dates:

From Monday 8th February 2021 
Children can wear red for the week in celebration of 

Chinese New Year

Friday 12th February 2021 
Half Term Holiday

Monday 22nd February 2021
Pre-School opens for Spring Term 2 2021Snack Money

One of the impacts of COVID – 19 to Pre-School 
has been financial. Therefore, we are asking for a 
voluntary contribution per half term in order to 
purchase snack, which the children are provided in 
the mornings. Snack is optional in the afternoon. 

If your child attends between 5 – 8 sessions a 
week = £7.00 per half term
If you child attends between 1 – 4 sessions a week 
= £3.50 per half term

This is to be paid, preferably, by bank transfer with 
the title Snack Money.
We will put our bank details via Tapestry in the 
Memos section. 

mailto:Dawn.tristram@whirleypreschool.org

